
PORTFOLIO FOR ELLO hI, I’M KATIE

I’m an aspiring designer and researcher 
passionate about edtech and equity.

KATIE XIN

DESIGN 
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Designed an early-stage concept that replaces 
traditional phone policing with student choice. 



Simple code entry in Kahoot-fashion soft-locks 
screens and creates an attendance sheet, giving 
teachers visibility without confrontation and students 
agency over their focus. 



For this project, I dealt head-on with one of the 
greatest problems school face today. I wanted to build 
something that could:



Give teachers and students a sense of agency,

Didn’t feel overly restrictive to avoid student unrest,

Was inviting and joyful to use in its visual language.

EDUCATOR VIEW

EDUCATOR VIEW



VIEW FIGMA HI-FI PROTOYPE

foco

https://www.figma.com/proto/gYVttGiymcJehoFhtN85gh/Untitled?page-id=0%3A1&node-id=1-2&p=f&viewport=554%2C40%2C0.14&t=pXcp0monj3B6y47Z-1&scaling=min-zoom&content-scaling=fixed&starting-point-node-id=1%3A2


yondr
A lockable pouch which allows 

students to keep their phone but 
cannot access them



Product has existed since 2014; 
aims to create “phone-free spaces”



Expensive ($25 to $30 per student) 
and creates new recurring cost for 
replacement


Equity problem and risk $$$



Can still be opened and damaged



Takes up space — hard to scale

PHONE POUCH

DESIGN 
CONSTRAINTS

A multi-row sheet of pockets which 
requires students put their phones 
away for the duration of class



Cheaper ($15 per classroom) — easier 
to scale for all school districts



Opens educators and districts to 
problems with ease of theft


Risk $$$, administrative headache



Easy to bypass as students can simply 
retrieve phone during class



Requires heavy monitoring

The perfect solution must be:



Easy to maintain for educators (i.e. not  
edtech tool with too much upkeep)



Cost-effective, affordable for all 
schools (feasible with state funding)



Scalable for school districts



Not too aggravating for students



Incentivized for students too



--> Software is easier to scale + cheaper.



 COMPETITOR ANALYSIS & IDEATION

https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/schools-spend-millions-yondr-pouches-store-cellphones-rcna230454
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/schools-spend-millions-yondr-pouches-store-cellphones-rcna230454
https://imgur.com/a/x2WoH9C
https://www.aclusocal.org/cell-phone-report/


session details Caption

Session-based like Kahoot—quick code 
entry, instant start, no setup friction

Real-time activity log gives visibility 
without constant surveillance



ACCOUNTABILITY WITHOUT HARD-LOCK



Color-coded status indicators 
(focused, offline) for at-a-glance 
awareness



Caption Caption

Emergency unlock functionality 
always accessible—respects student 
agency while giving teachers override 
capability



can emergency unlock all

Shows everyone who's joined—gentle 
peer accountability without 
punishment



Voluntary lock-in to mark attendance 
creates social motivation to stay 
focused



CORNeR
Created a friendship quiz that converts into AI-
generated itineraries—allowing spontaneous friends 
to shape group trips through casual input rather than 
heavy planning. Designed for maximum reciprocation 
with minimum friction.



This was a winning entry in the Stanford Designathon.



Our client and main judge was Corner, a social 
mapping app for Gen Z. The app lets users save, 
review, and add restaurants and other places to 
personalized lists.



I worked on every step, from ideation to marketing to 
wireframing. See on the right for a graphic I made. :)

VIEW HI-FI DEMO



view research presentation

https://www.figma.com/proto/Vd6jsiaA81PE4ap5RzraFb/Stanford-Design-a-thon--Copy-?node-id=80-553&t=rvTkWLcLR58SV76T-1
https://www.figma.com/design/IiSWRz30tFGw2y4qko42AN/CORNER-PRESENTATION?node-id=0-1&t=IubX2aAeElt7T73m-1


LO-FI WIREFRAMES I SKETCHED



in-app friendship 
engagement

question responses are associated 
with key terms for llm prompting

terms fed into corner namesake ai

friendlier format and intimate touch

text - explain the quiz

you’re at a cafe. 

what drink are 

you ordering?


something fruity (with a kick)


 greenest matcha latte




 water or herbal tea




earl grey tea latte



vanilla coffee



cornerstone vibe-check

if you’re a matcha yapper with your 
friend, you both knew this was coming. 
you love a cute cafe with just the right 

amount of ambience. 



not too loud but not too quiet for you 
two to talk. the things you say are off-
the-record. you’re constantly looking 

for your next matcha. you’re tea-lovers 
(both ways). 



your barista probably knows both your 
names... and half your business? 

looking for places where you can be a 
regular.

matcha 

yappers

view hangout suggestions

friendship quiz



ai-powered shared 
itinerary curation based on 
cornerstone data

friendship dynamic = different suggested itinerary

hangout scheduling for non-planners and planners

ai-generated itinerary that can be shared + edited 

text - explain the quiztext - explain the quiz

10am

11 am

12pm

1 pm

2pm

Customize Itinerary

Matcha MondayMatcha Monday

CoDa

Olive’s Cafe

Pillar Point

vibes: chill coffee, sunday dates, study friendly

vibes: handmade sandwiches, chill study

vibes: sunset viewpoint, tidepools, foraging

Pillar Point

vibes: sunset viewpoint, tidepools, foraging

hot boy shop

+

+

+

shared corners

new vibe requests

corner ai



YOU WRITE 
LIKE A TEEN
Founded the world's first teen-run literary festival and 
designed its complete visual identity—punk aesthetics 
meet youth empowerment. Created branding, promo 
materials, and signage that made literary spaces feel 
bold and accessible. Led festival planning with team 
of 10 reaching 100+ young writers and 12+ spears 
across workshops and panels at ArtShare LA.



For this project, I was challenged to design for print 
and digital media. This branding needed to appeal to 
aspiring young artists but also lend credibility to the 
festival as we faced public, venues, and partners.



OPEN MIC POSTER

made with 
procreate, CARRD 
and illustrator

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ASH WU

WEBSITE LINK HERE

https://youwritelikeateen.carrd.co/

